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Daily reports by Phil Benstead and Paul Cardy 
 

Day 1  Thursday 4
th

 August UK departure, the journey begins 
 

We all assembled at Heathrow in good order and flew off more or less on time to Casablanca. Here 

we met up with Anthony and waited a little bit longer than we were supposed to before our flight 

left for Libreville (via Douali in Cameroon). A group of cattle egrets picked out by the terminal 

building floodlights as they flew by were the first birds of the trip. Most of us were so tired by the 

time the plane got going that we managed to get some sleep. 

 

 

Day 2  Friday 5
th

 August  Arrival in Libreville and the train to Lopé 
 

We woke to a rainy landing in Cameroon and after re-fuelling were on our way on the short hop to 

Libreville. We made up most of the time lost in Casablanca overnight. Customs and Immigration 

were all cleared remarkably smoothly and we were soon walking to the nearby Hotel Atlantique, 

whilst the bags went by road. In the very short distance between the airport and the hotel the bird 

list was truly started with village weaver, bronze mannikin, pied crow, Northern grey-headed 

sparrow and long-legged pipit all being seen.  

 

After settling into our rooms it was quickly time for lunch and whilst we waited we added yet more 

species to the list with copper sunbird, woodland kingfisher and common bulbul being added. 

Strangely the views out into the Atlantic yielded nothing through the meal. All around us agamas 

postured and bullied their rivals. After lunch we took it easy or walked along the beach. After 

dinner we climbed aboard the vehicles for the half-hour shuttle to the railway station and our train 

to Lopé. This service was excellent pulling into Lopé station after four and a half hours just minutes 

late. Eventually we were all assigned our rooms and had a short nights sleep. 
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Day 3  Saturday 6
th

 August Lopé 
 

For those of us who could make it there was a pre-breakfast walk but many involuntarily slept 

through their alarms and arrived for breakfast later. The pre-breakfast walk revealed that the hotel 

complex overlooked a pleasant river valley and that there were at last plenty of birds to look at. 

Diderik cuckoos called from cover and occasionally flew around. A plethora of sunbirds were seen, 

many attracted by the abundant mango blossom in the garden and also to a bright orange flowering 

mistletoe. African green pigeons burbled from tree-tops and the pleasant song of the common 

wattle-eye was heard. Weavers were represented by our first spectacled, Viellot’s black and black-

necked. 

 

After a light breakfast we all headed out again for a wander through the grounds and along the river. 

Butterflies included the crepuscular Pyrrhochalicia iphis, a lovely Mylothris and the stunning citrus 

swallowtail. The river yielded our first dragonfly (Trithemis arteriosa), at least one white-headed 

lapwing and good views of rock pratincole. More sunbirds were added including green-headed, 

green-throated, olive and olive-bellied. We also got stuck into another taxing group - the bulbuls. 

Best of these were the noisy yellow-throated greenbuls which were at least easy to identify and 

noisy enough to find (although of course the race here soror has a white throat!). 

 

After a good lunch and a rest we headed out in the vehicles at four o’clock and went for our first 

game drive in the park. Anthony and Roger spent their early afternoon out birding and distinguished 

themselves by finding a number of good birds in the hotel grounds. Back in the park there are not 

many big mammals present in this mosaic of forest and savannah but we soon got to grips with 

African buffalo and had two elephant sightings including a fine male at dusk which approached 

closely and was very unconcerned about our presence. Finally we walked through a block of forest 

as the light started to fade and had excellent views of a noisy great blue turaco and nearby a green 

turaco taunted us from deep cover. As we drove out at dusk we all looked forward to returning the 

next day. 

 

 

Day 4  Sunday 7
th

 August  Lopé 
 

This morning we split into two teams and Team Benstead headed into the forest, leaving Team 

Cardy to enjoy a morning in the Park with Wakim before heading off to Mikongo. We were ably 

assisted by our guide John who found us a great forest track and we enjoyed a bracing three hour 

walk. Sadly no-one had told the wildlife to turn up and the forest was eerily silent. Occasionally we 

heard primates but they were always just a little bit far away. At one point we could even smell the 

distinctive aroma of mandrill! Very frustrating. Likewise the birding was very slow – we all got 

views of a confiding rufous flycatcher thrush but most of other species spotted fell into the saddest 

of categories (the dreaded leader-only bird).  

 

Eventually we emerged from the forest and met up with the vehicle and made our way slowly 

through the mosaic of habitats and this proved to be a more profitable strategy for those of us keen 

to see primates. John earned his money here spotting both putty-nosed monkey (shy) and 

moustached monkey (a lot more amenable). Mick called a halt on spotting a fine troupe of grey-

cheeked mangabey silhouetted against the grey sky as they fed in a fruiting tree. Elephants and 
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buffalo were now being seen regularly but we still stopped to enjoy them. At last we were getting 

some species under the belt and mostly getting good views through the telescope. Eventually it was 

time to get back for a late lunch and rest up before the afternoon session. On arrival we heard that 

Team Cardy had got very close to chimpanzee and we vowed to do better at some point in the near 

future. 

 

After lunch we headed out again into the park and stopped at a fruiting tree which had a small 

number of moustached monkeys in it and also contained two new species of hornbill – the splendid 

white-crested hornbill and a diminutive black dwarf hornbill. The former species is often seen 

associating with Certhopithecus monkeys. Other stops were necessitated by fly-by double-toothed 

barbet and black sparrowhawk before we carried onwards. Phil spotted some much more amenable 

putty-nosed monkeys shortly after this and we all got excellent views of this great primate through 

the telescope. A short stop by some shallow falls produced giant kingfisher for some and we all got 

great views of the delicate pair of mountain wagtails that were feeding on rocks in mid-stream. One 

of the highlights of the afternoon was the herd of red river hogs we chanced upon as they crossed an 

area of burnt savannah en route to a block of forest. After what seemed like just a short time though 

dusk crept up on us aided by the perpetually cloudy grey skies and we headed back to the hotel and 

dinner. 

 

Paul’s group – Lopé National Park including Mikongo - An early start as we all drove to the park 

entrance in one vehicle. Once there we separated into the two groups that we would remain in for 

the next several days.  

  

A brief riverside stop yielded a small flock of Chestnut-capped Flycatchers as well as Little Green 

Sunbirds, Splendid Glossy Starlings and Palm-nut Vulture. A little further on we stopped and set 

off on foot, initially along the open track, and then into the forest. Things were initially quiet, but at 

the end of the morning we had seen an interesting selection. Primates were much in evidence and 

we had several views, ranging from very good to poor, of Crowned Monkeys, Moustached 

Monkeys. Putty-nosed Monkeys, and Red-capped Mangabey. Chimpanzees were heard, and 

Joaquim led us quickly to where the calls were coming from. We were very close to them, and the 

variety of calls made was very impressive, but unfortunately they moved away before we were able 

to see them. In the forest understory we saw a few Rufous Flycatcher Thrushes very well, and had a 

very good view of a perched Chocolate-backed Kingfisher, whilst Red-tailed Bristlebill was seen 

briefly. Black-casqued Hornbills whooshed overhead, and White-crested Hornbills followed the 

monkey troupes. Forest Elephant dung was much in evidence but we didn’t see any animals today, 

although one was heard.  

  

It was time to head back to the hotel and thence to Mikongo. A vehicle arrived to drive us along the 

rough road, south-east to the camp there, on the edge of the park. A stop was prompted by Great 

Blue Turacos. The camp is in a beautiful clearing, amid fine forest. We had a snack lunch, and then 

set out on an afternoon walk for which, due to strict regulations, we had to split into two groups. 

Perhaps the highlight of the afternoon walk, and seen by both factions, was a Gaboon Viper, curled 

up atop a grass lined bush, apparently a pregnant female that the guides here have known about for 

several days. Bird highlight was a Blue-headed Bee-eater, sitting below the canopy, quiet and 

unobtrusive. Those with me encountered a fierce and rather noisy army ant swarm with attendant 

Lesser Bristle-bills and Fire-crested Alethes. Other birds included Sooty Flycatcher,  
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As we ate dinner a distinctive yelling alerted us to look into the tree tops and I quickly located the 

culprit, a Thomas’s Galago, which was leaping around in the canopy. We were able to watch it for 

some time, impressed by the amazingly bright eyeshine. 

 

 

Day 5  Monday 8
th

 August  Lopé 
 

Today we headed back out into the park in the company of Joaquim picking up yellow-mantled 

widowbird and more double-toothed barbets on the way. We did many of the same tracks as the day 

before but discovered a number of new species. Top of the list was the large herd of mandrill that 

we located by the enormous racket they were making as they moved across the forest floor. By 

sneaking along we managed to get views of those near the track before they melted away. Then by 

walking in carefully we got views on two more occasions but they were wary and did not allow 

close approach. A real relief though to have seen these wonderful and enigmatic animals.  

 

Joaquim took us off into the forest at midday for a three hour walk which produced a small group of 

black colobus and a number of new birds including chestnut wattle-eye, blue-breasted kingfisher 

and red-bellied paradise-flycatcher. The forest/savannah ecotone was buzzing with dragonflies 

today and we saw the diminutive St Lucia widow. At the end of the walk we stopped by the bridge 

and admired the many mud-puddling butterflies and Joaquim showed us a truly monstrous and very 

fresh gorilla footprint by the stream. 

 

The hotel provided us with yet another three course meal and then pretty quickly we were bumping 

off down the road for another afternoon session in the park. Highlights on this drive were great 

views of putty-nosed and moustached monkey. But generally it was rather quiet and in fact today 

we did not see a single elephant. 

 

Over dinner the two teams were re-united (albeit briefly) and swapped tales of derring-do and did 

their respective checklist sessions. 

 

Paul’s group – Mikongo and Lopé - Again splitting into two groups the day was spent walking 

into the forest at Mikongo. First thing of interest was a White-bellied Kingfisher beside the stream 

near the clearing, but unfortunately it flew away before we had a proper look at it. Nearby the banks 

of a small stream had a fine Leopard print on the sandy bank. 

 

We had a rather good day primate wise, but very frustratingly came very close to a lone male gorilla 

but not quite close enough. We heard him for some time, and we were obviously walking towards 

him. We remained stationery for a long time, hoping the gorilla was approaching. He called 

intermittently, and certainly seemed to be getting closer. Droppings and some clear prints of gorilla 

were seen at various points along our walk. Grey-cheeked Mangabeys were also heard a lot today, 

but these we saw well. Moustached Monkey and Putty-nosed Monkey were also seen well, whilst 

the other group saw Black Colobus. They also saw a Blue Duiker, and two Bay Duikers very well. 

  

Bird activity was rather limited with sightings being few and far between. White-crested Hornbill 

followed the monkey troupes, and Black-casqued Hornbills whooshed overhead. The distinctive 

and strange call of the Lyre-tailed Honeyguide was a feature of the forest, but they are notoriously 
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difficult to locate. Green-backed Woodpecker, Green Hylia,  Chestnut Wattle-eye and Scarlet-tufted 

Sunbird were all seen. 

  

Greenbuls were a feature of the forest, and species seen today included Cameroon Sombre, Swamp 

Palm, Icterine, Xavier’s, Red-tailed, and White-bearded Greenbuls, and Lesser Bristlebill. Nearly 

back at the lodge we saw two Cassin’s Flycatchers along the stream. As we waited to depart, a few 

Forest Swallows flew over the clearing. The journey back was uneventful but bumpy, and we were 

pleased to get back to our comfortable rooms at Lope, and regroup with the others at dinner and 

compare notes.  

 

 

Day 6  Tuesday 9
th

 August  Lopé and Mikongo 
 

At 0630 Phil’s team bid farewell to Paul’s lot yet again as they headed into an early breakfast. We 

spent a couple of hours walking in the grounds which produced some good birds including red-

chested and rufous-chested swallow, broad-tailed warbler and grey-headed kingfisher, but best of 

all was a female black-faced canary.  

 

After breakfast we loaded up into two 4WD’s and headed off along the heavily corrugated road to 

Mikongo. We had been fore-warned about the journey but still after half an hour most of the men 

were wishing they had packed a sports bra. Ooh the chafing. But it was just a short journey and 

before long the camp hove into view. Here we were soon sorted into our huts and enjoying a 

welcome drink overlooking the forest. The forest here is particularly attractive and we were 

champing at the bit to get in so we ordered our packed lunches and headed off in three groups ably 

led by our guides. Phil, Geraint and Wendy had a busy time, bumping into several mixed-species 

feeding flocks of birds and enjoying the hunt for primates. We only saw putty-nosed monkey today 

but heard the unusual call of the black colobus and saw the knuckle print of a gorilla. Star birds on 

this walk included lowland akalat, bare-cheeked and Narina's trogon, and red-billed dwarf hornbill. 

After a long afternoon’s walk we all met up again in the camp clearing and swapped stories. Other 

groups had seen very fresh gorilla scat and also got views of various duikers slinking about in the 

undergrowth.  

 

After dinner we went for a quick walk and straight away found two potto clambering around in the 

tall trees surrounding the clearing. 

 

Paul’s group – Lope and Journey to Franceville - This was our last morning at Lope, and we 

made best use of it by once again entering the park and walking through a forest patch with 

Joaquim. Blue-headed Ground Dove was seen very well inside the forest, and remained in one spot 

long enough for us all to have a good view. Forest Robin was glimpsed. We encountered one mixed 

bird flock centred around several Red-billed Dwarf Hornbills. Also in the flock were Green-backed 

Woodpecker, Little Grey Greenbul, Chestnut Wattle-eye, and Shining Drongo. A troupe of Black 

Colobus was seen well, and Bay Duiker was seen briefly. 

  

Butterflies were few in number but among those on the wing were Forest Grass Yellow, Euphaedra 

hewitsoni, Euphaedra ruspina, Bebearia plistonax, Bebearia oxione, and Forest Mother-of-Pearl. 
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Once out of the forest we saw Red-fronted Parrots flying past, and a Slender-billed Greenbul called 

from a tree top. Both Chattering and Croaking Cisticolas were active in the savannah. 

  

We left the Lope Hotel immediately after lunch, as the driver seemed suddenly very keen that we 

should get to the station, saying the train may leave early! As we waited we watched Bate’s Swift 

fly over, and Pin-tailed Whydahs feeding between the train tracks. The train journey was relaxing 

and passed without incident, arriving in Franceville not far behind schedule. We were met by Avis 

and driven to our hotel in Franceville, an oasis of calm and comfort. We enjoyed an excellent meal 

in the French restaurant, with some rather good wine available. 

 

 

Day 7  Wednesday 10
th

 August Mikongo 
 

Today was all set for a big walk. We breakfasted well and headed off in two groups. Before we 

departed the clearing held yellow-footed flycatcher and a large group of great blue turaco. Phil, 

Dorothy and Dennis had the best of the walking with several species of monkey (including great 

views of black colobus) and then just as hope was fading we found fresh gorilla scat and then were 

surprised by a mock-charge by an irate and very noisy silverback. Phil spotted a youngster peering 

through the foliage but it soon made itself scarce and followed its leader. Just as we were 

recovering the male charged back up the path and veered off thrashing the vegetation in a frenzy of 

fury. And that was our lot about 15 seconds of contact time but what contact.  

 

Birding was definitely slower today but we had good views of western bluebill, black-bellied 

seedcracker, yellow longbill, lesser bristlebill and white-tailed ant-thrush. Dennis caught up with 

red-billed dwarf hornbill too when a mixed-species feeding flock came through the mid strata of the 

forest. The damselflies and dragonflies continued to tantalise but there was no time to get down to 

some serious photography when on the hunt for gorilla.  

 

Arriving back exhausted from 9 hours walking we all swapped stories. The other team had a slow 

time by all accounts but Peter and Ranjit had enjoyed loafing in the clearing and had found a 

monstrous goliath beetle that was simply stupefying. It was big. They had also had great views of 

black colobus and had enjoyed the butterflies and birds around the clearing. 

 

Paul’s group – journey to Lekoni - We ate breakfast by the pool at the Poubara. Small flocks of 

Speckled Mousebirds were active in the hotel grounds and the many flowering shrubs attracted 

Green-throated and Copper Sunbirds. 

  

Before long we were on the road and heading south-east towards the Congolese border. A short stop 

in Franceville allowed us to watch a man preparing chocolate sandwiches! Initially we travelled 

through disturbed forest, although villages were few and far between in this area. We passed 

through Bongoville, the birthplace of President Omar Bongo, and shortly afterwards found 

ourselves in open savannah habitat, with extensive rolling grasslands. Our first stop yielded little 

other than Black Saw-wings and Horus Swifts, but the next stop was much more productive. Here 

we saw two species characteristic of this habitat, the local speciality Congo Moor Chat, and the 

more widespread Sooty Chat. Didric Cuckoo was seen well, associated with the weaver colonies, 

and a pair of Hoopoes flew from tree to tree. Lesser Striped Swallows were common. 

  



 7 

There were small forest patches scattered across the savanna, and much thorn scrub. Any stop was 

likely to be rewarding. Chattering Cisticolas were found, and a fine male Cabanis’s Bunting was 

seen well. Flappet Larks performed their remarkable display flights over the grassland, producing a 

very distinctive dry rattle with their wings. Spikes of a tall white lily prompted a photo stop. Some 

in the car saw two Bushbuck running through the scrub. The mistletoe feeding white butterfly 

Mylothris agathina was rather common, and the very attractive Sallya amulia was on the wing. 

Guineafowl butterfly was noted at one stop. A group of Batis gave us the run around until we were 

able to see them well enough to identify them as Angola Batis. 

  

Red-necked Buzzard flew over and perched atop a nearby tree. A few Brown-hooded Kingfishers 

were spotted on the wires. This species is at the extreme north-western edge of its range here. 

Striped Kingfisher was here too and Salvadori’s Eremomela was active in the trees. The stunning 

Violet-backed Starling allowed fine views. 

  

In Lekoni we settled into our hotel and ate a quick lunch before heading out along one of the tracks 

that emanate from the village. At the first stop African Cuckoo was calling, as was Klaas’s Cuckoo 

which I located atop a tree. The edge of a forest patch yielded the unusual and distinctive Black-

collared Bulbul and we flushed three Red-necked Francolin that flew ahead of us along the track. 

Black Cuckoo and Olive Long-tailed Cuckoos called continuously and we saw the former well, but 

only glimpsed the latter. Black Scimitar-bill was here too. Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird and the 

beautiful Double-toothed Barbet were both seen very well. Yellow-bellied Hyliota was seen briefly 

by some, whilst Bocage’s Bush-shrike and Red-backed Scrub Robin were seen well. The only 

Black-chinned Weaver of the trip, a local endemic, was found this afternoon. 

  

A stop on the airfield at dusk proved very productive. The African Cuckoo that we had heard earlier 

flew past us and very soon various nightjars started to call. Fiery-necked and Long-tailed Nightjars 

called, but we were all wowed when two Pennant-winged Nightjars appeared just over our heads. 

We were so excited, some of us looking in one direction and some in the other, not realizing there 

were two birds and we were all having fine views of this remarkable bird with it’s improbable wing 

streamers. 

 

 

Day 8  Thursday 11
th

 August Mikongo and journey to Libreville 
 

Many elected for a late breakfast and a leisurely start to the day and some birding and butterflying 

around the clearing. The ‘die-hards’ went out again for a four hour walk, splitting into two teams. 

Phil, Mick and Chris went out with Joel and walked out on yet another new route through a rather 

splendid tented camp. At one point we were standing still and quiet and we heard a thunderous 

report as something was chomped between a set of strong jaws. Peering around we all became 

aware of a very close male mandrill which by now was staring at us and was quickly on its way. It 

was presumably a solitary animal as we could not hear the usual mayhem of a large group. This 

proved to be the highlight of our walk although we did encounter a good canopy flock that 

contained rufous-bellied helmet-shrike, blue cuckoo-shrike, buff-throated apalis and Sabine’s 

puffback.  

 

After a shower we had plenty of time to pack before loading up into the 4WD’s for the bumpy 

journey to Lopé station. Here we enjoyed various birds including Bates’ swift, compact weaver, 
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blue-throated brown sunbird and African harrier-hawk whilst weathering a considerable delay. 

Eventually the train hove into view and we then faced the challenge of finding a seat. The bookings 

in our names had evaporated but most of us were accommodated in first class seats and three 

enjoyed the local colour of second class. Having left Lopé nearly three hours late we anticipated a 

late arrival in Libreville and settled down for the four and a half hour journey. 

 

Negotiating the crowded railway concourse at the end of an uneventful journey we were soon on 

our way to the hotel stopping en route at a restaurant to put in a late dinner order before checking in 

to the Tropicana and then heading back to eat our food. We were all tired after the journey and the 

food and subsequent shower went down very well. 

 

Paul’s group – Lekoni area - After an early breakfast we set off towards the rock formations called 

the Lekoni Canyons, which are the main draw for the few tourists who reach this area. A single 

pink terrestrial orchid was in flower, a species of Eulophia, possibly Eulophia cucullata. A female 

Petit’s Cuckoo-Shrike was seen, the only one of the trip. The lovely White-fronted Bee-eater was 

much in evidence today, the first we saw were attending one of the savannah fires, picking off 

insects displaced by the blaze. Both Little and Blue-breasted Bee-eaters were also seen well today. 

Long-legged Pipits were common on the charred ground. 

  

One reaches the canyons rather abruptly as the road ends with little warning at the canyon edge. 

The rock formations are certainly impressive, with multi-coloured pinnacles, and some fine forest 

patches in the gullies. Beyond was a small lake, the only people in the landscape being a few 

fishermen on the lake. Mixed flocks of Horus and White-rumped Swifts sped around the canyons, 

and Banded Martins were numerous. We drove along a forest patch and down towards the lake. It 

was rather quiet here bird-wise today. Purple Heron perched atop a tree, a pair of Western Violet-

backed Sunbirds was found, and Purple-headed Glossy Starlings flew over the forest. A Small 

Buttonquail was flushed by the vehicle but soon disappeared into the grass and we couldn’t relocate 

it. Pectoral-patch Cisticolas were much in evidence performing display flights, and Flappet Larks 

and Rufous-naped Larks were regularly flushed from the grass. Both Green-backed and Cardinal 

Woodpeckers were seen, as was a male Black-and-White Flycatcher. 

  

In the afternoon we took another track, leading down to the western edge of the lake. An immature 

Western Marsh Harrier quartered over the grassland, an unusual record for the area. Our driver 

spotted a Dark Chanting Goshawk atop a tree, and we had fine views before it flew. This is a scarce 

species here. Ring-necked Doves were common this afternoon, another species at the north-western 

extremity of its’ range here. A single Broad-billed Roller was noted. Having reached the lake we 

took a walk through a marshy area in search of Marsh Widowbird, but didn’t find it today. As we 

walked we flushed both a Swamp Nightjar, and a Square-tailed Nightjar, and then three Finsch’s 

Francolins, a local endemic. An Osprey hunted over the water.    

  

Some of us went on a nightjar hunt after dark. Fiery-necked and Swamp were both seen well, and 

Long-tailed was heard again. Mottled Wood Owl was calling. 
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Day 9  Friday 12
th

 August  Libreville to Sette Cama 
 

For those of us in Libreville a leisurely start was the order of the day and we ate our breakfast 

overlooking the perpetually grey Atlantic. One of the big surprises of the trip was the weather at 

this time of year in Gabon – grey overcast skies being the norm and at odds with the otherwise 

tropical vistas. It was always particularly noticeable whenever we stayed by the sea. Most elected to 

loaf around for the morning but Ranjit and Peter went shopping and reported that bargains were to 

be had. After lunch we eventually all made it onto the bus and on to the airport for our internal 

flight down the coast to Gamba. Here we met up with the ‘Franceville Five’ who were full of tales 

of their birding exploits at Lekoni. The scenery on this flight was superb whenever we dropped 

below the cloud. Forest, lagoons and savannah grassland forming a mosaic and stretching all the 

way to the seashore. What a place. Landing in Gamba we were ferried down to the boats which 

took us on the 80 minute ride to Sette Cama. Whilst waiting by the lagoon some of us got good 

views of carmelite sunbird, African jacana, purple heron and little grebe. The boat ride sadly took 

place in the dark so we could not see much of our surroundings. Arriving we hit the bar to wait for 

dinner and Paul allocated the rooms. From the garden we could hear the calls of both swamp and 

square-tailed nightjar and Anthony who had elected to drive round with Michel and the bags 

reported that the road was paved with nightjars on the 40 km drive and he had also seen water thick-

knee. We all looked forward to the next day and seeing our new location by daylight. 

 

Paul’s group – Franceville to Lekoni – Some of us set out at dawn for a last look at one of the 

nearby forest patches. Things were rather quiet this morning but we did have another look at Black-

collared Bulbuls, and Double-toothed Barbet, and Pale Flycatcher was seen.  

  

The journey to Franceville passed without incident and once at the airport we checked in at the 

small terminal and then ate lunch in the upstairs restaurant, from where we could watch the 

occasional arrival or departure on the runway. We flew to Libreville where we were reunited with 

Phil and the rest of the group. 

 

Finally on our way south we landed briefly at Port Gentil before continuing to our destination of 

Gamba. We were met by Michel, who was in charge of our lodge at Sette Cama, and driven to our 

boat in two relays. Whilst the second group waited for the car to return we saw Woolly-necked 

Stork, Black-shouldered Kite, and heard Red-chested Cuckoo. 

 

 

Day 10 Saturday 13
th

 August Sette Cama 
 

The gardens were bustling with new birds this morning, chief amongst them were Reichenbach’s 

sunbird and rufous-tailed palm-thrush. Carmelite sunbirds continued to entertain and seedcrackers 

and bluebills were evident. After breakfast we split once again into two groups and headed out in 

two boats. On the way up the river the first rosy bee-eaters flew over calling quietly. Phil’s team 

intrepidly entered the nearby forest in a persistent light drizzle which did little for our prospects 

with birds or mammals. We did find an anting flock that contained fire-crested alethe, buff-spotted 

woodpecker and eastern bearded bulbul.  
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Emerging into a clearing we found a fantastic pair of black bee-eaters that were hawking into the 

clearing from an exposed perch and allowed very good views. As we watched one of the pair 

snatched up a good-sized dragonfly and spent a considerable time trying to dispatch its prize. We 

also got close to a group of putty-nosed monkeys without managing to see them and spooked a 

nearby elephant. We also looked at some interesting invertebrates. Peter showed us an excellent and 

very ornate froghopper with “delta wings” strapped to its back. Mantis egg cases were everywhere 

and we found one adult stalking the grassland. Eventually we got back to the boat and headed back 

through the drizzle to the camp for lunch. 

 

After lunch we walked the beach heading north and with Alain’s help identified the many tracks on 

the beach. Mongoose and red-capped mangabey seemed to be particularly active. At the furthest 

point of our walk we scoped a red-capped mangabey digging for crabs on the beach – a long range 

view but the first for many of us. Out to sea there was a lot more activity than on the sea off 

Libreville, with Caspian and common tern flying south. As dusk approached we walked back 

through the scrub to the camp and sat sipping drinks overlooking the lagoon. 

 

Paul’s group -  Sette Cama - Once again we split into two groups for all our excursions at Sette 

Cama. My group set out in a small motor boat to explore the waterways and lagoons nearer to the 

coast. First thing of interest was a Giant Kingfisher perched over the water, and we had fine views 

of what is a common bird here. The beautiful Rosy Bee-eater was rather numerous, with several 

colonies gathered in bare trees. The poor light today however meant we couldn’t fully appreciate 

their grey and pink colouration. Some five Goliath Herons were seen on the boat trip today, an 

impressively large bird. A brief stop to walk onto the beautiful beach yielded a flock of the 

rubriventris subspecies of Common Waxbill. Back in the boat we reached the river mouth where 

we found a large group of terns on the sandbank. Royal Terns were numerous, with several 

Common Terns, a few Caspian Terns and most notably at least two Damara Terns. There were 

several Pink-backed Pelicans, and Darters flew past. Hadada Ibises were noisy and conspicuous. 

African Fish Eagles and Palm-nut Vultures flew regularly overhead, and Pied Kingfisher was 

reasonably common. Having entered a narrower mangrove lined creek we encountered troupes of 

Red-capped Mangabeys and Putty-nosed Monkeys, the former seen very well. Here we saw two of 

the startlingly bright blue Shining-Blue Kingfisher. Other birds noted this morning included White-

throated Blue Swallow and Rufous-vented Paradise Flycatcher. 

  

Back at the lodge for lunch we saw a variety of birds in the garden including Yellow-breasted 

Apalis, Reichenbach’s and Green-headed Sunbirds, African Paradise Flycatcher, Slender-billed 

Weaver, Western Bluebill and Black-bellied Seed-cracker. 

  

In the afternoon both groups headed down to the beach, splitting up once there, Phil walking north 

and Paul walking south. Carmelite Sunbirds were numerous in the scrubby habitat behind the 

beach. Regular scanning of the waves failed to produce any whales, or indeed much else. We 

headed inland again to an area of open savannah. Grey Parrots were noisy, forming large groups in 

the trees and we saw them well. I was the only one to see a Black-headed Bee-eater, but we would 

all catch up with it in the following days. 

  

Back in the village a group of Pin-tailed Whydahs fed on some burnt ground, and a Harlequin Quail 

was seen. 
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Day 11 Sunday 14
th

 August Sette Cama 
 

Phil’s team spent the morning in the boat going over the ground that Paul et al. had covered the 

previous day. Almost as soon as we began good views of new birds occurred. Giant kingfishers sat 

bulkily on branched overhanging the water. Much smaller, the shining-blue kingfishers darted 

amongst the mangrove roots. Goliath herons watched as we motored by. Two white-throated blue 

swallows perched on a log in mid-lagoon, occasionally hawking out over the water and showing us 

their white throats and undertail. Towards the mouth of the river we picked up some egrets and a 

small number of pink-backed pelicans and a small flock of greenshank, Motoring on up a narrower 

channel we had spectacular views of a large troupe of red-capped mangabey and a little further on 

we found a small group of the impressive red river hog. The latter were feeding furiously but 

occasionally looked up to show their tasselled ears and comical faces. We also had good views of 

moustached monkey – being in a boat made a great difference when trying to approach these 

animals. We all agreed it was nice to be viewing wildlife in a nice open habitat without the 

problems encountered with forest wildlife-viewing.  

 

After lunch we went out with Michel and Alain into the forest and savanna south of the camp. 

Highlights here included more black bee-eaters, three elephants, putty-nosed monkeys and best of 

all (for some!) a small flock of black-chinned quail-finch. Perhaps the most amazing thing we saw 

during this trip though was a huge flock of noisy African grey parrots which were feeding in a tree 

and made quite an impression. Also here we had great flight views of four species of hornbill and 

watched African pied hornbills feeding. Turacos continued to torment us from trees…… 

 

Paul’s group – Sette Cama – the Forest Walk - Once again we set out in the boat, heading towards 

the mangrove-lined creek from where we would start an all day twelve kilometre walk, initially 

through excellent forest, arriving at the coast for lunch, and thence back along the beach. The boat 

journey itself was productive, especially once we had reached the narrower mangrove channel. A 

raptor seen briefly flying over the forest was possibly a Congo Serpent Eagle, what a pity we didn’t 

have a longer view of it. Anne spotted a female African Finfoot sitting on mangrove roots, and we 

were able to approach quite closely. Later in the day we saw a male, being of the very dark 

camarunensis subspecies. Red-capped Mangabeys were active in the mangroves, and were rather 

common today with several troupes encountered. The usual water birds including Goliath Heron, 

were seen along the banks. 

  

Having started our long walk we found ourselves in fine forest. The walk was punctuated by things 

of interest, with several bird parties, and a variety of monkeys and our guide told us about the native 

uses of several of the trees. As usual Greenbuls were a common component of the mixed flocks and 

we saw Little Grey, White-throated, Icterine, Xavier’s, Red-tailed and Eastern Bearded Greenbuls 

as well as Red-tailed Bristlebill. Red-billed Dwarf Hornbills were a noisy feature of the forest, 

whilst another mixed flock contained Brown-eared Woodpecker, Blue-billed Malimbe, Cassin’s 

Malimbe and Blue-breasted Kingfisher. The small dark Buff-spotted Woodpecker was seen well. 

  

At one point we entered a small clearing and were delighted to see a pair of the lovely Black-

headed Bee-eater, initially sitting in typical bee-eater manner, but then performing a display flight. 

Marvellous! Also in this clearing was a very prominent Leopard dropping. Nearby a third Black-

headed Bee-eater was seen. 
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Our walk was punctuated by monkey sightings. As well as the aforementioned Mangabeys, we saw 

Moustached Monkeys, Crowned Monkeys and Putty-nosed Monkeys, often in mixed troupes. 

White-crowned Hornbills followed the monkeys. Two African Buffalo were disturbed in the forest 

and they quickly fled through the undergrowth.  

  

We arrived at the beach as planned at lunch time, to find that our boatman had carried our 

substantial lunch along the beach for us. Here we ate in the idyllic surroundings, periodically 

scanning the waves for any signs of whales or sea birds, although fruitlessly. Lunch was followed 

by a siesta or a spot of beach combing, with Anne having a snooze in the hammock. 

  

Stirring ourselves we set out for the walk back along the sand, or the grassy slopes behind the 

beach. Water Thick-knees were much in evidence on the shore. A fine sight was of a large flock of 

Rosy Bee-eaters that settled in a tree like so many pink flowers. The local speciality Emerald-

spotted Wood Dove was also seen. 

  

Back at the boat we had time to spare so again explored some way along the mangrove channel, 

seeing the male Finfoot already mentioned, and another Shining Blue Kingfisher.  

 

  

Day 12 Monday 15
th

 August Sette Cama 
 

Today most of Phil’s team headed out on the walk done by Paul’s team the day before. We failed to 

see any finfoot en route, although the tiny striated heron we saw was a new bird for the trip, and for 

us the forest was quiet. We managed to get reasonable views of moustached monkey and got in 

amongst a large group of monkeys that was composed of both putty-nosed and moustached. Birds 

were few and far between in the forest although a single white-browed forest flycatcher was 

noteworthy.  

 

Eventually we emerged out into the sun on a perfect beach. Stopping here for a breather we noticed 

that there were whales offshore! Over the next two hours and lunch we admired a number of hump-

backed whales (25-40) as they spouted, rolled and breached in groups of 5-8. Most were at a good 

distance but during lunch (a splendid meal of “fish and chips” two tried to slip by and gave great 

views through the telescope. Also here were at least three other baleen whales and Dorothy spotted 

a pod of dolphin too. A fantastic end to the day and we walked the last 5 km down the bunch with a 

spring in our step. 

 

The walk back was memorable for the large number of prospecting rosy bee-eaters. They seemed 

keen to look at beach-front property and kept sweeping onto the foreshore from nearby trees. These 

trees glowed as if full of some exotic fruit. Amazingly two African river martins flew in to join 

them and we got views of this peculiar bird through the telescope. Walking on we admired yet more 

rosy bee-eaters, had daylight views of square-tailed nightjar and disturbed a small flock of red-

billed quelea. A good day although sadly ape-free.  

 

Paul’s group – Sette Cama - Today was rather more sedate after the exertions of yesterday. In the 

morning we again went out in the boat, to an area frequented by Hippopotamus. We were not 

disappointed and saw five or six of these impressive animals, and were able to get close, and watch 

as their heads appeared periodically above the water. We were in a particularly attractive waterway, 
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lined by beautiful forest. The usual Giant Kingfishers, Fish Eagles, Goliath Herons and the like 

were seen along the way and a Woolly-necked Stork perched on an overhanging branch. Now and 

again the head of a Nile Soft-shelled Terrapin appeared above the water. 

 

We alighted from the boat and walked to a nearby village and thence along a trail through 

secondary forest. A flock of Spotted Greenbuls twittered in the canopy, and we watched them 

characteristically raising one wing at a time. A Yellow-spotted Nicator was seen nearby. A flock of 

Rufous-bellied Helmetshrikes moved through the trees, and in the undergrowth a Lesser Bristlebill 

was active. Among the butterflies seen today were Papilio dardanus, Hallelesis asochis, Cymothoe 

beckeri, Megalopalpus metaleucus, and Neptis morosa. In the afternoon Michel drove us south 

from the village through the savannah clearings, and we stopped periodically. We found a 

particularly fine forest patch where we had excellent views of Black-headed Bee-eater, and watched 

a Yellowbill working its’ way through a tangle of vegetation. A Side-striped Jackal was seen 

running across the grassland. Grey-rumped Swallows became numerous. A troupe of Putty-nosed 

Monkeys was rather elusive. 

 

 

Day 13 Tuesday 16
th

 August Sette Cama to Libreville 
 

Today Phil’s team had time for a short boat ride before the journey to Libreville. We headed out to 

look at the hippos, which behaved impeccably. Nearby we found two African finfoots and then it 

was time to head back through the mangrove channels to the hotel. After an early lunch it was back 

to the boats for the hour and a half journey back to Gamba. Here we met up with Michel and 

transferred to the airport. We had plenty of time however as Port Gentil airport (a stop en route to 

Libreville) was closed due to a visit by President Bongo. Eventually we left an hour late and arrived 

in Libreville to be whisked to the Hotel Intercontinental. We were soon installed and headed for 

dinner in the restaurant downstairs. 

 

Paul’s group – Sette Cama to Libreville - We spent our last morning at Loango once again on the 

boat, with a final exploration of the waterways. The usual mixture of birds such as Pink-backed 

Pelican, Darter, Purple Heron and African Fish-eagle was seen. Another African Finfoot was seen 

along the mangrove channel. The highlight was an Ayre’s Hawk-Eagle that soared overhead for 

some time allowing good views. Back at the lodge we had a last look at Yellow-breasted Apalis and 

Rufous-tailed Palm Thrush, before a good lunch and the boat trip back to Gamba. 

  

From this point we were re-united and for the remainder of the tour the group stayed together. 

 

 

Day 14 Wednesday 17
th

 August Mondah Forest and Cap Esterias 
 

After a sumptuous breakfast at the Intercontinental we headed north through town and out on the 

Cap Esterias road. When we got into reasonable forest we stopped and wandered up the road. At 

first things seemed quiet but soon we were in amongst a big flock of starlings, woodpeckers and 

barbets. Over the next three-quarters of an hour we added many new birds to the trip list. The 

barbets were great with large numbers of grey-throated barbets being mixed with smaller numbers 

of hairy-breasted and a single yellow-spotted and yellow-billed spiced up the mix. We finally 
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caught up with the two missing mannikins, the burly magpie mannikin and the sleek and glossy 

black-and-white. Other new birds included chestnut-winged forest starling.  

 

Butterflies also started appearing as the sun kept making brief appearances that lengthened during 

the day. Paul pointed out many species and it was good to put names to some of the butterflies that 

the mammal team had been seeing in Paul’s absence. Favourites during the day included the big 

Euphaedras in the forest and the incredibly speedy Charaxes species that were bombing about 

along the road. 

 

Arriving at Cap Esterias we found it strangely quiet (today was Gabon Liberation Day – a big 

holiday). We walked the beach which produced a single black tern and a small monitor (Varanus 

ornatus) braved the small waves breaking over outcrops of mudstone along the beach. On the beach 

a large turtle shell [to be identified] was being picked clean by ants. After this short walk we headed 

back to the bus and had a picnic amongst the hulks of the fishing boats dragged up on the beach.  

 

In the afternoon we investigated a forest trail network that showed potential and was great for 

butterflies (especially the start where the ride was wide). Unfortunately few birds could be located, 

although we heard an elusive yellow-whiskered bulbul. Moving on we walked one last stretch of 

road but only succeeded in seeing more rosy bee-eaters and another chestnut-winged forest starling. 

But it was time to get back to Libreville to get the five who were leaving us back for their packing 

and departure. Over dinner we said our farewells to those not on the extension.  

 

 

Day 15 Thursday 18
th

 August Libreville and transfer to São Tomé 
 

Today provided a chance for members of Paul’s team to have a look around Libreville and do some 

shopping. We all met up again at 1500, checked out and headed for the airport and our flight to São 

Tomé. Check-in and flight went smoothly, the tiny twin otter plane cruising over the low grey cloud 

at 8000 feet. Arriving in São Tomé we quickly got through immigration (without having to pay for 

a visa!) and were shuttled to the nearby Marlin Beach. This hotel was pleasantly situated and we 

were soon trying to get to grips with the endemic birds before darkness fell. We managed views of 

the prinia and spinetail but the others would have to wait for the next morning. Anthony spotted a 

barn owl of the endemic race thomensis in the garden at dusk. 

 

 

Day 16 Friday 19
th

 August  São Tomé to Príncipe 
 

First thing many of us did was go for a walk in the environs of the hotel. The garden yielded up 

plenty of São Tomé prinias and a brief glimpse of a São Tomé weaver. Moving out of the grounds 

and along the road we spotted many more birds. In quick succession we had found striated heron, 

São Tomé kingfisher and southern masked weaver. Walking along the road Paul spotted some 

colourful southern cordon-bleus and nearby scrubby areas were filled with common waxbill and 

golden-backed bishops. Nearby gardens gave us brief glimpses of our first São Tomé paradise 

flycatcher and then it was time to get back for breakfast. Not a bad start to the day. 

 



 15 

After breakfast we headed out to the airport for our delayed flight (by this stage in the trip we were 

never expecting a smooth transit anywhere). It eventually left and we flew the short distance to 

Príncipe, getting spectacular views of this verdant little island as we flew over our resort on the 

final approach. On arrival we were picked up and transported the short distance to Bom-Bom. The 

drive in was through interesting forest and we decided to head out for a short walk before lunch. 

Before we started though we were welcomed to the resort by a tail-crashing right whale just 

offshore! The garden was full of Príncipe golden weavers and brown boobies flew through the bay. 

Things were pretty quiet on the walk but the flowering trees near the gate held Príncipe speirops 

and a nearby pond produced western reef egret.  

 

After a hefty lunch we waddled off up the road and finally got to grips with the remaining Príncipe 

endemics. The enigmatic Dohrn’s thrush-babbler proved to be vocal and common. Príncipe 

sunbirds were spotted in flowering trees. The starling was tracked down and identified to 

everyone’s satisfaction. Anthony spotted an individual of the endemic race of blue-breasted 

kingfisher and we found two Príncipe kingfishers. Lemon doves scattered in front of us as we 

walked, but never gave good views. A Príncipe drongo flew through a clearing in a frustrating 

manner. Knowing we had a morning session the next day we hoped for better views of the speirops 

and drongo and headed back to the resort. 

 

 

Day 17 Saturday 20
th

 August Príncipe to São Tomé 
 

This morning the birders gathered before breakfast and spotted the right whale again, this time well 

inside the bay and showing very well indeed. We then went for another walk up the hill. The forest 

here is included within the small resort reserve and was great for birding. This time we all managed 

to get views of the speirops and we also all caught up with a very tame blue-breasted kingfisher. 

Birds sang all over the place, the thrush-babblers in particular making a very vociferous 

contribution. At the small pond we watched mud-skippers climbing a ladder and a Príncipe 

kingfisher appeared as if by magic.  

 

Breakfast was a feast and during it some of us arranged to go out in a boat for a couple of hours. We 

hoped for an encounter with a whale but made do with a tour that took in two seabird islands. 

Brown boobies were frequent and the vicinity of Banana Beach and its nearby island produced our 

first white-tailed tropicbirds. Motoring on in the open pirogue we visited another island that had a 

small number of black noddies. A nice little trip out and we got back for lunch. 

 

The remainder of the day was spent packing, moving on to the airport and flying the short distance 

to São Tomé and the Marlin Beach Hotel. 

 

 

Day 18 Sunday 21
st
 August  São Tomé (Lagoa Amelia) 

 

Today we had an early breakfast and headed off through town and up into the hills for our walk 

along the Lagoa Amelia trail. We parked up by the park headquarters and before we had left the 

environs we had seen our first São Tomé speirops. Moving on through cleared land with scattered 

trees we spotted our first Príncipe seedeaters too. São Tomé spinetails swooped low over the 
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cleared land. Eventually the trail brought us into the park proper and real forest. We were soon 

watching our first São Tomé oriole and the green pigeon was also common here. At the crater rim 

we turned back and walked back down the trail for lunch. 

 

After lunch (taken at the park HQ) some elected to head back to the hotel whilst the remainder 

headed back up the hill to search for the missing endemics. Paul, Roger and Anthony managed to 

see a pair of giant sunbirds and Phil had to be content with connecting with the elusive Príncipe 

white-eye. As dusk fell São Tomé scops-owls started calling but we had little time to track them 

down unfortunately.  

 

 

Day 19 Monday 22
nd

 August São Tomé 
 

Another birdy day, today we headed out towards São João dos Angolares. The journey through 

plantations and down the east coast took about one and a half hours and it became immediately 

obvious that the east side of the island was getting a lot more rain. Light rain fell as we neared our 

destination – a charming old plantation building – and continued to fall during the better part of a 

walk up into a disturbed area of forest. We hoped to connect with the two missing endemic pigeons 

here and indeed found São Tomé bronze-naped pigeon pretty quickly. Also here we had fantastic 

views of the thomensis race of barn owl (a ginger beauty) and our first giant weaver. We headed 

back to the restaurant for a fantastic seafood lunch. Tropicbirds occasionally cruised past the 

balcony at eye level – superb. 

 

After lunch we drove back into town – picking up red-headed lovebird en route – and after a short 

pit-stop at the hotel moved on to the west coast. Here the vegetation was profoundly different – dry 

savannah and much of it burnt off prior to the wet season – and the birds were different too. We 

found a São Tomé kingfisher down by the beach and flocks of bishops, widows and canaries were 

everywhere. We got to grips with white-winged widow, golden-backed and black-winged bishop. 

Lovebirds squeaked overhead. At the last minute we got to grips with a spectacular male giant 

weaver and then it was time to head back to the hotel. 

 

 

Day 20 Tuesday 23
rd

 August São Tomé to Libreville 
 

Most opted for a leisurely start to the day and a brief trip into town for shopping and a trip to the 

museum. Phil went out to take photos of dragonflies and bumped into some more white-shouldered 

widowbirds and a solitary common moorhen. Before we knew it though it was time to assemble for 

lunch and this was taken in the bar whilst the check-in process was undertaken by Paul and Phil – 

very civilised. The flight left on time and we were on our way back to Libreville. 

 

 

Day 21 Wednesday 24
th

 August Akanda 
 

This morning most of us headed out for a mangrove boat ride with the legendary Patrice Christy. 

We motored through mangrove channels of a variety of widths until we eventually reached the sea. 

En route we spotted several brown sunbirds darting to and fro from their nests. At the mouth of the 
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estuary was a small island and as it was high tide the island was packed with shorebirds and terns. 

Most of the shorebirds were new to us and included large numbers of beautiful white-fronted 

plovers. In amongst them were sanderling, large numbers of adult curlew sandpipers and bar-tailed 

godwits, a few turnstone and ringed plover and single broad-billed sandpiper and little stint. High 

tide roosts of pink-backed pelicans could be seen nearby. Terns included Damara tern, little tern, 

common tern (part of the unusual resident breeding population), black tern and royal tern.  

 

After searching in vain for a Terek sandpiper we headed to the nearby mangrove village (populated 

by Nigerians). We walked through the village and searched the coastal scrub for Loango weaver but 

once again failed to find our target bird. Here though we did find a lone oystercatcher out on the 

flats and some managed to see a violet-tailed sunbird. But way too soon it was time to motor back 

and get packing for the journey home. 
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Systematic List Number 1  Mammals 
 
Itinerary: 
 Paul’s team (main itinerary) Phil’s team 
5/8 Libreville  
6/8 Lopé  
7/8 Lopé and onto Mikongo Lopé (all day) 
8/8 Mikongo Lopé 
9/8 Lopé and transfer to Franceville Lopé and transfer to Mikongo 
10/8 Lekoni Mikongo 
11/8 Lekoni Mikongo and transfer to Libreville 
12/8 Transfer to Sette Cama  
13/8 Sette Cama  
14/8 Sette Cama  
15/8 Sette Cama  
16/8 Sette Cama and transfer to Libreville  
17/8 Mondah Forest and Cap Esterias  
18/8 Libreville  

 
Chimpanzee Pan troglodytes Nests at Lopé. Paul’s team got very close to a 

group here too. 
Lowland gorilla Gorilla gorilla Tracks at Lopé. Group encountered at Mikongo 

by lucky few, youngster and silverback seen 
well, the latter mock-charging with much noise 
and thrashing about. 

Mandrill Mandrilla sphinx Large group encountered on one day at Lopé. A 
splendid solitary male at Mikongo. 

Thomas’ galago Galagoides thomasi Mikongo – seen spot-lighting. 
Red-capped mangabey Cercocebus torquatus Lopé, Sette Cama (common). 
Grey-cheeked mangabey Lophocebus albigena Lopé, Mikongo 
Putty-nosed monkey Certhopithecus nictitans  Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama 
Moustached monkey C. cephus Lopé, Sette Cama 
Crowned monkey C. pogonais Lopé, Sette Cama 
Black colobus Colobus satanus Lopé, Mikongo 
Potto Perodicticus potto Two animals on two nights at Mikongo. 
Side-striped jackal Canis adustus Sette Cama (1). 
[Genet spp.] Genetta spp. Tracks on the beach at Sette Cama suggest the 

presence of a terrestrial genet probably blotched. 
[Marsh mongoose] Atilax paludinosus A single glimpsed at Lopé was probably this 

species. Tracks of another unidentified species 
littered the beach at Sette Cama. 

Singing fruit bat spp. Epomops spp. Sette Cama (1). 
Green squirrel Paraxerus poensis Lopé, Mikongo 
Sei/Bryde’s whale Baleanoptera borealis/edeni At least three off the coast at Sette Cama on 

same day as other cetacean observations below. 
Humpback whale Megaptera novaeangliae 25-40 off coast of Sette Cama on one day. 
Southern right whale Eubalaena australis An extraordinary record of one of Principe both 

days there. Seems to be very well out of range – 
certainly a tropical record is very unsual 

Dolphin spp. Stenella spp. Sette Cama – large group observed whilst 
watching whales from land on one day – 



 19 

probably Pantropical spotted dolphins S. 
attenuata. 

Elephant Loxodonta africana Lopé (regularly spotted in first two days), plenty 
of sign at Mikongo, small numbers at Sette 
Cama. 

Hippopotamus Hipppopotamus amphibius Sette Cama 
Red river hog Potomchoerus porcus Lopé, Sette Cama 
African buffalo Syncerus caffer Seen at Lopé and Sette Cama, signs of this 

species at Mikongo. 
Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus Lekoni. 
Leopard Panthera pardus Sign at Mikongo and Sette Cama. 
Blue duiker Cephalophus monticola Lopé and Sette Cama (at least 7 on one walk at 

latter site). 
Bay duiker C. dorsalis Lopé and Mikongo. 
Yellow-backed duiker C. silvicultor Sette Cama (1). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Systematic List Number 2  Dragonflies 
 
 
Many species observed and photographed and these may be identified in due course! The following 
widespread species were seen. 
 
Red-veined dropwing Trithemis arteriosa Lopé 
St Lucia widow Paplopleura lucia Lopé 
Broad scarlet Crocothemis erythraea Lopé 
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Systematic List Number 3a Birds – mainland Gabon 
 

Itinerary: 
 Paul’s team (main itinerary) Phil’s team 

5/8 Libreville  
6/8 Lopé  
7/8 Lopé and onto Mikongo Lopé (all day) 
8/8 Mikongo Lopé 
9/8 Lopé and transfer to Franceville Lopé and transfer to Mikongo 
10/8 Lekoni Mikongo 
11/8 Lekoni Mikongo and transfer to Libreville 
12/8 Transfer to Sette Cama  
13/8 Sette Cama  
14/8 Sette Cama  
15/8 Sette Cama  
16/8 Sette Cama and transfer to Libreville  
17/8 Mondah Forest and Cap Esterias  
18/8 Libreville  

24/8 Akanda  

 
 
Pink-backed pelican Pelecanus rufescens Sette Cama, Akanda 
Little grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis Gamba 
African darter Anhinga rufa Sette Cama 
African finfoot Podica senegalensis Sette Cama, Akanda 
Cattle egret Bubulcus ibis Casablanca, Libreville, Lopé 
Striated heron Butorides striatus Sette Cama (1), Akanda (common) 
Little egret Egretta garzetta Sette Cama 
Western reef heron E. gularis Sette Cama (1), Akanda (common) 
Great egret Casmerodius albus Sette Cama, Akanda 
Goliath heron Ardea goliath Sette Cama 
Purple heron A. purpurea Lekoni, Gamba, Sette Cama 
Grey heron A. cinerea Sette Cama, Akanda 
Hamerkop Scopus umbretta Lopé, Sette Cama, Akanda – small numbers.  
Wooly-necked stork Ciconia episcopus Lopé (single), Gamba, Sette Cama, Akanda 
Hadada ibis Bostrychia hagedash Lopé, Sette Cama – small numbers. Mikongo – 

single bird in unusual habitat. 
Black kite Milvus migrans Lekoni – a few. 
Black-shouldered kite Elanus caeruleus Lopé, Lekoni 
Long-tailed hawk Urotriorchis macrourus [Lopé] 
African fish-eagle Haliaeetus vocifer Lopé, Sette Cama 
Palm-nut vulture Gypohierax angolensis Widespread in small numbers. 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus Lekoni, Sette Cama 
Eurasian marsh harrier Circus aeruginosus Lekoni 
Dark chanting-goshawk Metabates metabates Lekoni (single). 
Black sparrowhawk Accipiter melanoleucos Lopé (single) 
African harrier-hawk Polyboroides typus Widespread in small numbers. 
Red-necked buzzard Buteo auguralis Lekoni (2) 
Ayre’s hawk-eagle Hieraaetus ayresii Sette Cama (1) 
Long-crested eagle Lophaetus occipitalis Lopé 
African crowned eagle Stephanoetus coronatus Lopé, [Mikongo] 
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Finsch’s francolin Francolinus finschi Lekoni (3) 
Red-necked spurfowl F. afer Lekoni (3) 
Latham’s forest francolin F. lathami Lopé (single) 
Common button-quail Turnix sylvatica Lekoni (1) 
African jacana Actophilornis africanus Gamba 
Water thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus Sette Cama 
Eurasian oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus Akanda (1). 
Rock pratincole Glareola nuchalis Lopé – small numbers along river. 
White-headed lapwing Vanellus albiceps Lopé – small numbers along river. 
Lesser black-winged 
lapwing 

V. lugubris Lopé – small numbers in Park. Lekoni (1). 

Turnstone Arenaria interpres Akanda – small numbers 
Common ringed plover Charadrius hiaticula Akanda – small numbers 
White-fronted plover C. marginatus Akanda – 50+ in roost. 
Grey plover Pluvialis squatarola Akanda 
Bar-tailed godwit Limosa lapponica Akanda 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus Sette Cama, Cap Esterias, Akanda 
Little stint Calidris minuta Akanda (1) 
Sanderling C. alba Akanda 
Curlew sandpiper C. ferruginea Akanda 
Broad-billed sandpiper Limicola falcinellus Akanda (1). 
Common sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos Widespread. 
Common redshank Tringa totanus Akanda 
Common greenshank T. nebularia Sette Cama, Akanda 
African skimmer Rhynchops flavicollis Akanda 
Damara tern Sterna balaenarum Sette Cama, Akanda 
Common tern S. hirundo Sette Cama, Akanda 
Caspian tern S. caspia Libreville, Sette Cama 
Royal tern S. maxima Sette Cama, Akanda 
Black tern Chlidonias niger Cap Esterias (1), Akanda 
African green pigeon Treron calva Widespread. 
Emerald-spotted wood-
dove 

Turtur chalcospilos Sette Cama 

Blue-spotted wood-dove T. afer Widespread. 
Blue-headed wood-dove T. brehmeri Lopé (1). 
Tambourine dove T. typanistria Lekoni (1), Akanda (1) 
Ring-necked dove Streptopelia capicola Lekoni 
Red-eyed dove S. semitorquata Widespread. 
Grey parrot Psittacus erithacus Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama 
Red-fronted parrot Poicephalus gulielmi Mikongo, Lopé 
Red-headed lovebird Agapornis pullarius Libreville 
Great blue turaco Corythaeola cristata Lopé, Mikongo, [Sette Cama] 
Yellow-billed turaco Tauraco macrorhynchus [Mikongo], [Sette Cama] 
Green turaco T. persa [Lopé], Mikongo, [Lekoni] 
Red-chested cuckoo Cuculus solitarius [Sette Cama], [Akanda] 
Black cuckoo C. clamosus [Mikongo], Lekoni 
African cuckoo C. gularis Lekoni 
Olive long-tailed cuckoo Cercococcyx olivinus [Lekoni] 
Diederik cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius Lopé, Lekoni – frequently heard, occasionally 

seen. 
Klaas’s cuckoo C. klaas Lekoni 
African emerald cuckoo C. cupreus [Lekoni], Mondah Forest 
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Yellowbill Ceuthmochares aereus Lopé (single), Sette Cama 
Blue-headed coucal Centropus monachus Sette Cama 
Senegal coucal C. senegalensis [Lopé], Lekoni, Sette Cama 
African wood-owl Strix woodfordii Mikongo (single bird). Another owl seen by a 

segment of PC’s group at Mikongo was almost 
certainly this species. [Lekoni] 

Fiery-necked nightjar Caprimulgus pectoralis Lekoni 
Long-tailed nightjar C. climacurus [Lekoni] 
Square-tailed nightjar C. fossii Lekoni, Sette Cama 
Swamp nightjar C. natalensis [Lopé], Lekoni, [Sette Cama] 
Pennant-winged nightjar Macrodipteryx vexilllaris Lekoni 
Little swift Apus affinis Lopé, Lekoni 
White-rumped swift A. caffer Lekoni Canyon 
Horus swift A. horus Lekoni 
Bates’ swift A. batesi Lopé (small flock feeding over forest 

fragments near railway station). 
African palm swift Cypsiurus parvus Widespread 
Mottled spinetail Telacanthura ussheri Lopé, Mondah Forest 
Sabine’s spinetail Rhaphidura sabini Lopé 
Cassin’s spinetail R. cassini Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama 
Speckled mousebird Colius striatus Franceville 
Narina’s trogon Apaloderma narina Mikongo (single male) 
Bare-cheeked trogon A. aequatoriale Mikongo (single male) 
Pied kingfisher Ceryle rudis Lopé – present along the river in small 

numbers. 
Striped kingfisher Halcyon chelicuti Lekoni - several 
Grey-headed kingfisher H. leucocephala Lopé (single) 
Giant kingfisher Megaceryle maxima Lopé (single) 
Woodland kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis Widespread. 
Brown-hooded 
kingfisher 

H. albiventris Lekoni - several 

Blue-breasted kingfisher H. malimbica Lopé (single), Sette Cama 
Chocolate-backed 
kingfisher 

H. badia Lopé, [Mikongo] 

Malachite kingfisher Alcedo cristata Akanda 
White-bellied kingfisher A. leucogaster Mikongo 
Shining-blue kingfisher A. quadribrachys Sette Cama 
African pygmy 
kingfisher 

Ispidina picta Lopé (single), Sette Cama (single) 

African dwarf kingfisher I. lecontei Single en route from Mikongo. 
Little bee-eater Merops pusillus Lekoni 
White-fronted bee-eater M. bullockoides Lekoni 
Blue-breasted bee-eater M. variegatus Lopé, Lekoni 
Black bee-eater M. gularis Sette Cama (5 in total) 
Blue-headed bee-eater M. muelleri Lopé  
Black-headed bee-eater M. breweri Sette Cama (7 in total) 
Rosy bee-eater M. malimbicus Sette Cama (often in large pre-breeding flocks), 

Mondah Forest, Akanda (small numbers). 
Broad-billed roller Eurystomus glaucurus Lekoni (1) 
Blue-throated roller E. gularis Mondah Forest – several.  
Hoopoe Upupa epops Lekoni 
Black scimitarbill Rhinopomastus aterrimus Lekoni 
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African pied hornbill Tockus fasciatus Widespread. 
Piping hornbill Bycanistes fistulator Widespread. 
Red-billed dwarf 
hornbill 

Tockus camurus [Lopé], Mikongo, Sette Cama, Mondah Forest 

Black dwarf-hornbill T. hartlaubi Lopé (single) 
White-crested hornbill Tropicranus albocristatus Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama 
White-thighed hornbill Buccinator cylindricus Lopé 
Black-casqued wattled 
hornbill 

Ceratogymna atrata Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama 

Yellow-rumped 
tinkerbird 

Pogoniulus bilineatus Lopé, Lekoni, [Sette Cama], [Akanda] 

Yellow-throated 
tinkerbird 

P. subsulphureus Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama, Akanda 

Speckled tinkerbird P. scolopaceus Lopé, Mikongo, [Sette Cama], [Mondah Forest] 
Grey-throated barbet Gymnobucco bonapartei Mondah Forest 
Hairy-breasted barbet Tricholaema hirsuta [Lekoni], Mondah Forest 
Yellow-spotted barbet Buccanodon duchaillui Mondah Forest (1) 
Double-toothed barbet Lybius bidentatus Lopé, Lekoni 
Yellow-billed barbet Trachylaemus purpuratus Mondah Forest (1) 
Thick-billed honeyguide Indicator conirostris [Lopé] 
Lyre-tailed honeyguide Melichneutes robustus [Lopé], [Mikongo] 
Cassin’s honeybird Prodotiscus insignis Lopé? 
Buff-spotted woodpecker Campethera nivosa Sette Cama 
Brown-eared 
woodpecker 

C. caroli Sette Cama 

Green-backed 
woodpecker 

C. cailliautii Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama 

Gabon woodpecker Dendropicos gabonensis Lekoni 
Cardinal woodpecker D. fuscescens Lopé – single female from train station. Lekoni 
Yellow-crested 
woodpecker 

D. xantholophus Mikongo, Mondah Forest 

Rufous-naped lark Mirafra africana Lekoni – race malbranti. 
Flappet lark M. rufocinnamomea Lekoni (common) 
Banded martin Riparia cincta Lekoni – noted on one day. 
African river martin Pseudochelidon eurystomina Sette Cama (2 in prospecting flock of rosy bee-

eaters). Early birds. 
White-throated blue 
swallow 

Hirundo nigrita Sette Cama 

Mosque swallow H. senegalensis Lekoni 
Rufous-chested swallow H. semirufa Lopé, Lekoni, Mondah Forest 
Lesser striped swallow H. abyssinica Widespread. 
Barn swallow H. rustica Lopé 
Red-chested swallow H. lucida Lopé (two birds only – scarce). 
Red-throated cliff 
swallow 

H. rufigula Lekoni 

Forest swallow H. fuliginosa Mikongo 
Grey-rumped swallow Pseudhirundo griseopyga Sette Cama 
Black saw-wing Psalidoprocne pristoptera Lopé, Sette Cama, Lekoni, Mondah Forest 
Square-tailed saw-wing P. nitens Lopé, Mikongo, Lekoni 
African pied wagtail Motacilla aguimp Lopé 
Mountain wagtail M. clara Lopé, Mikongo 
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Yellow-throated 
longclaw 

Macronyx croceus Lopé, Lekoni 

Woodland pipit Anthus nyassae Lekoni 
Long-legged pipit A. pallidiventris Widespread. 
Blue cuckoo-shrike Coracina azurea Mikongo (noted in one canopy flock) 
Petit’s cuckoo-shrike C. petiti Lekoni – single female 
Western nicator Nicator chloris Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama, [Akanda] 
Common bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus Widespread and invariably common. 
Black-collared bulbul Neolestes torquatus Lekoni (6) 
Yellow-whiskered 
greenbul 

Andropadus latirostris Mikongo, [Mondah Forest] 

Little greenbul A. virens Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama, Akanda 
Slender-billed greenbul A. gracilirostris Lopé, Mikongo 
Ansorge’s greenbul A. ansorgei Mikongo 
Cameroon sombre 
greenbul 

A. curvirostris Lopé, Mikongo 

Little grey greenbul A. gracilis Lopé, Sette Cama 
Icterine greenbul Phyllastrephus icterinus Mikongo, Sette Cama 
Xavier’s greenbul P. xavieri Mikongo, Sette Cama 
White-throated greenbul P. albigularis Sette Cama 
Yellow-throated leaflove Chlorocichla flavicollis Lopé (common in hotel grounds – white-

throated race soror).  
Simple leaflove C. simplex Lopé, [Lekoni], Sette Cama 
Golden greenbul Calyptocichla serina Mikongo 
Lesser bristlebill Bleda notatus Mikongo – small numbers daily. Sette Cama 
Red-tailed bristlebill B. syndactyla Lopé, Sette Cama 
Red-tailed greenbul Criniger calurus Mikongo? Diff species pair with one below?? 

Sette Cama 
White-bearded greenbul C. ndussumensis Mikongo? 
Eastern bearded 
greenbul 

C. chloronotus Mikongo, Sette Cama 

Swamp palm bulbul Thescilocichla leucopleura Mikongo 
Honeyguide greenbul Baeopogon indicator Lopé? 
Spotted greenbul Ixonotus guttatus Sette Cama 
Lowland akalat Sheppardia cyornithopsis Mikongo (single) 
Forest robin Stiphrornis erythrothorax Lopé (1) 
Brown-chested alethe Alethe poliocephala Mikongo (single) 
Fire-crested alethe A. diademata Lopé, Sette Cama (singles in anting flocks) 
White-browed robin-chat Cossypha heuglini [Lekoni] 
Snowy-crowned robin-
chat 

C. niveicapilla [Sette Cama] 

African thrush Turdus pelios Lopé, Libreville, Franceville, Sette Cama 
White-tailed ant-thrush Neocossyphus poensis Mikongo – single with anting lesser bristlebills. 
Red-tailed ant-thrush N. rufus Lopé, Mikongo – small numbers, rarely seen 

well. 
Rufous flycatcher-thrush Stizorhina fraseri Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama – fairly frequently 

encountered. 
Sooty chat Myrmecocichla nigra Lekoni – common. 
Congo moor-chat M. tholloni Lekoni – quite common. 
African stonechat Saxicola torquata Lopé, Lekoni 
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White-browed scrub-
robin 

Cercotrichas leucophrys Lekoni (1) 

Broad-tailed warbler Schoenicula platyurus Lopé (single in grassy field margins near 
hotel). 

Green hylia Hylia prasina Mikongo 
Green crombec Sylvietta virens Lopé, Akanda 
Yellow-bellied hyliota Hyliota flavigaster Lekoni (1) 
Yellow longbill Macrosphenus flavicans Mikongo (single) 
Rufous-crowned 
eromomela 

Eromomela badiceps Lopé (two birds in top of tree in hotel 
grounds). 

Salvadori’s eromemela E. salvadorii Lekoni (1). 
Zitting cisticola Cisticola juncidis Lekoni 
Pectoral-patch cisticola C. brunnescens Lekoni, Sette Cama 
Winding cisticola C. galactotes Lekoni – at one site. 
Chattering cisticola C. anonymus Lopé, Lekoni, Sette Cama, Akanda 
Whistling cisticola C. lateralis Lopé 
Short-winged cisticola C. brachypterus Lopé, Lekoni 
Croaking cisticola C. natalensis Lopé, Lekoni 
Tawny-flanked prinia Prinia subflava Lopé, Lekoni 
White-chinned prinia P. leucopogon Lopé 
Grey-backed 
camaroptera 

Camaroptera brachyura Lopé, Mikongo 

Yellow-breasted apalis Apalis flavida Sette Cama, Akanda 
Buff-throated apalis A. rufogularis Mikongo (single in canopy flock). 
Pale flycatcher Bradornis pallidus Lekoni – a few. 
Cassin’s grey flycatcher Muscicapa cassini Mikongo (single flycatching from rocks along 

stream). 
Yellow-footed flycatcher M. sethsmithi Mikongo (several including one in camp 

clearing). 
Sooty flycatcher M. infuscata Lopé 
Forest flycatcher Fraseria ocreata Mikongo (single) 
White-browed forest 
flycatcher 

F. cinerascens Sette Cama (single), Akanda (single 
immature). 

Angola batis Batis minulla Lekoni (6) 
Black-and-white shrike-
flycatcher 

Bias musicus Lopé (single often visible from restaurant). 
Lekoni – a few. 

Common wattle-eye Platysteira cyanea Lopé, Sette Cama, Akanda 
Chestnut wattle-eye Dyaphorophyia castanea Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama 
White-spotted wattle-eye D. tonsa Mikongo (single male) 
African paradise 
flycatcher 

Terpsiphone viridis Lopé, Sette Cama 

Red-bellied paradise-
flycatcher 

T. rufiventer Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama 

Rufous-vented paradise 
flycatcher 

T. rufocinerea Sette Cama 

Chestnut-capped 
flycatcher 

Erythrocercus mccallii Lopé 

Brown illadopsis Illadopsis fulvescens Mikongo 
[Red-headed picathartes] Picathartes oreas Nests seen at Mikongo. 
Blue-throated brown 
sunbird 

Cyanomitra cyanolaema Lopé, Mondah Forest 
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Green-headed sunbird C. verticalis Lopé, Mikongo, Lekoni, Sette Cama 
Olive sunbird C. olivacea Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama 
Reichenbach’s sunbird Anabathmis reichenbachii Sette Cama, Libreville 
Green-throated sunbird Chalcomitra rubescens Lopé, Lekoni 
Carmelite sunbird C. fuliginosa Gamba, Sette Cama, Akanda 
Amethyst sunbird C. amethystina Lekoni 
Little green sunbird Anthreptes seimundi Lopé, Lekoni 
Brown sunbird A. gabonicus Akanda – poor views of several. 
Violet-tailed sunbird A. aurantium Akanda 
Western violet-backed 
sunbird 

A. longuemarei Lekoni 

Fraser’s sunbird Deleornis fraseri Mikongo 
Copper sunbird Cinnyris cuprea Libreville, Lopé, Lekoni 
Superb sunbird C. superba Lekoni 
Olive-bellied sunbird C. chloropygia Lopé, Lekoni, Sette Cama, Mondah Forest 
Collared sunbird Hedydipna collaris Lopé, Mikongo, Lekoni, Mondah Forest 
Common fiscal Lanius collaris Lekoni 
Mackinnon’s fiscal L. mackinnoni Lopé (single) 
Rufous-bellied helmet-
shrike 

Prionops rufiventris Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama 

Swamp boubou Laniarius bicolor Sette Cama 
Sabine’s puffback Dryoscopus sabini Mikongo (noted in one canopy flock) 
Black-crowned tchagra Tchagra senegala Lekoni 
Brown-crowned tchagra T. australis Lekoni (1) 
Bocage’s bush-shrike Malaconotus bocagei Lekoni (1) 
Fork-tailed drongo Dicrurus adsimilis Lekoni 
Velvet-mantled drongo D. modestus Lopé, Mondah Forest 
Shining drongo D. atripennis Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama 
Square-tailed drongo D. ludwigii Lekoni – one day only. 
Pied crow Corvus albus Libreville, Lekoni, Gamba 
Western black-headed 
oriole 

Oriolus brachyrhynchus Lopé, Mikongo – commonly heard a few seen. 

Yellow-billed oxpecker Buphagus africanus Lopé, Sette Cama 
Forest chestnut-winged 
starling 

Onychognathus fulgidus Mondah Forest (2). 

Purple-headed starling Lamprotornis purpureiceps Lopé, Lekoni 
Splendid glossy starling L. splendidus Lopé, Mikongo, Lekoni, Sette Cama 
Violet-backed starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster Lekoni 
Grey-headed sparrow Passer griseus Libreville, Lekoni 
Yellow-throated petronia Petronia superciliaris Lekoni 
Village weaver Ploceus cucullatus Libreville, Lopé, Lekoni 
Spectacled weaver P. ocularis Lopé 
Black-necked weaver P. nigricollis Lopé – a few in hotel grounds. Lekoni, Sette 

Cama, Gamba 
Black-chinned weaver P. nigrimentus Lekoni (1) 
Slender-billed weaver P. pelzelni Sette Cama 
Compact weaver P. superciliosus Lopé – several at railway station. 
Orange weaver P. aurantius Lopé 
Viellot’s black weaver P. nigerrimus Lopé, Lekoni, Sette Cama, Mondah Forest area 
Red-billed quelea Quelea quelea Sette Cama 
Red-headed malimbe Malimbus rubricollis Mikongo 
Blue-billed malimbe M. nitens Sette Cama 
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Cassin’s malimbe M. cassini Lopé (single in bird party), Sette Cama 
Yellow-mantled 
widowbird 

Euplectes macrourus Lopé 

Chestnut-breasted 
negrofinch 

Nigrita bicolor [Akanda] 

Pale-fronted negrofinch N. luteifrons Lekoni 
Western bluebill Spermophaga haematina Mikongo, Sette Cama 
Black-bellied 
seedcracker 

Pyrenestes ostrinus Lopé, Mikongo, Sette Cama, Mondah Forest 

Orange-cheeked waxbill Estrilda melpoda Lopé 
Common waxbill E. astrilid Mikongo, Sette Cama 
Black-chinned quail-
finch 

Ortygospiza gabonensis Sette Cama (6 birds in one flock south of 
camp). 

Bronze mannikin Lonchura cucullata Widespread. 
Black-and-white 
mannikin 

L. bicolor Lekoni (1), Mondah Forest (common). 

Magpie mannikin L. fringilloides Mondah Forest – several groups. 
Pin-tailed whydah Vidua macroura Lopé, Sette Cama 
Yellow-fronted canary Serinus mozambicus Lekoni 
Black-faced canary  S. capistratus Lopé (two singles on different days in area 

around hotel) 
Cabanis’ bunting Emberiza cabanisi Lekoni (4 in total). 
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Systematic List Number 3a Birds in São Tomé & Príncipe 
 

Itinerary: 

18/8 Transfer to São Tomé 

19/8 Transfer to Príncipe, birding around Bom Bom 

20/8 Birding around Bom Bom and transfer to São Tomé 

21/8 Birding the Lagoa Amelia trail 

22/8 Birding São João dos Angolares, Lagoa Azul and Guadalupe beach track 

23/8 Transfer to Libreville. 

 

 

White-tailed tropicbird Phaethon lepturus Príncipe (10+ seen from Bom Bom boat trip), São 
Tomé (great views from São João dos 
Angolares). 

Brown booby Sula leucogaster Príncipe – small numbers daily. 
Western reef egret Egretta gularis São Tomé, Príncipe 
Cattle egret Bubulcus ibis São Tomé, Príncipe 
Striated heron Butorides striatus São Tomé – small numbers near hotel. 
Black kite Milvus migrans São Tomé, Príncipe 
Red-necked spurfowl Francolinus afer [São Tomé] 
Harlequin quail Coturnix delagorguei São Tomé – three near Guadeloupe. 
Common moorhen Gallinula chloropus São Tomé – single near hotel. 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus Príncipe, São Tomé 
Common sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos Príncipe, São Tomé 
Black noddy Anous minutus Príncipe – 25+ on small islet off Bom Bom. 
São Tomé bronze-naped 
pigeon 

Columba malherbii São Tomé – small numbers at São João dos 
Angolares. 

African green pigeon Treron calva Príncipe 
São Tomé green pigeon T. sanctithomae São Tomé – common at Lagoa Amelia. 
Lemon dove Aplopelia larvata Príncipe, São Tomé 
Laughing dove Streptopelia senegalensis São Tomé, Príncipe 
Red-headed lovebird Agapornis pullarius São Tomé 
Grey parrot Psittacus erithacus Príncipe – small numbers. 
African emerald cuckoo Chrysococcyx cupreus [Príncipe], [São Tomé] 
Barn owl Tyto alba São Tomé – single near hotel and another at São 

João dos Angolares. Endemic race thomensis. 
São Tomé scops-owl Otus hartlaubii [São Tomé] – birds calling during day at Lagoa 

Amelia. 
Little swift Apus affinis São Tomé, Príncipe 
African palm swift Cypsiurus parvus São Tomé, Príncipe 
São Tomé spinetail Zoonavena thomensis Príncipe, São Tomé – widespread over forest. 
Blue-breasted kingfisher Halcyon malimbica Príncipe – several around Bom Bom. 
São Tomé kingfisher Alcedo thomensis São Tomé – two singles. 
Príncipe kingfisher A. nais Príncipe – frequnetly encountered around Bom 

Bom. 
Gulf of Guinea thrush Turdus olivaceofuscus São Tomé – common.  



 29 

São Tomé prinia Prinia molleri São Tomé – common. 
São Tomé paradise 
flycatcher 

Terpsiphone atrochalybeia São Tomé – widespread in small numbers. 

Dohrn’s thrush-babbler Horizorhinus dohrni Príncipe – common in forest. 
Príncipe white-eye Zosterops ficedulinus São Tomé – 2 along Lagoa Amelia trail. 
São Tomé speirops Speirops lugubris São Tomé – common. 
Príncipe speirops S. leucophaeus Príncipe – small numbers around Bom Bom. 
Príncipe sunbird Anabathmis hartlaubii Príncipe – common. 
Newton’s sunbird A. newtonii São Tomé – common. 
Giant sunbird Dreptes thomensis São Tomé 
Velvet-mantled drongo Dicrurus modestus Príncipe – single near Bom Bom. 
São Tomé oriole Oriolus crassirostris São Tomé – common at Lagoa Amelia. 
Forest chestnut-winged 
starling 

Onychognathus fulgidus São Tomé – at least 5 along Lagoa Amelia trail. 

Splendid glossy starling Lamprotornis splendidus Príncipe – small numbers. 
Príncipe glossy starling L. ornatus Príncipe – common. 
Southern masked weaver Ploceus velatus São Tomé 
Príncipe golden weaver P. princeps Príncipe – very common. 
São Tomé weaver P. sanctithomae São Tomé – small numbers in forested areas. 
Giant weaver P. grandis São Tomé – single at São João dos Angolares 

and several near Guadaloupe. 
Black-winged bishop Euplectes hordaceus São Tomé – small numbers in savannah habitats. 
White-winged 
widowbird 

E. albonotatus São Tomé – small numbers at Lagoa Azul and 
around hotel. 

Golden-backed bishop E. aureus São Tomé 
Common waxbill Estrilda astrilid São Tomé, Príncipe 
Southern cordon-bleu Uraeginthus angolensis São Tomé 
Bronze mannikin Lonchura cucullata São Tomé, Príncipe 
Pin-tailed whydah Vidua macroura São Tomé 
Yellow-fronted canary Serinus mozambicus São Tomé 
Príncipe seedeater S. rufobrunneus São Tomé – frequent in forested areas. 
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Systematic List Number 4  Butterflies 
 

No comprehensive guide to the butterflies of the region exists. However ‘The Butterflies of Kenya’ 

by Torben Larsen covers a surprisingly large number of West African species. The systematic order 

is loosely based on this work. The Afrotropical volume of Seitz ‘Macrolepidoptera of the World’ 

was also very useful as an identification guide. ‘Carcasson’s African Butterflies’ is an invaluable 

annotated catalogue of the continent’s butterflies, and I have used this work to compile a checklist 

of Gabon butterflies. Various monographs were used to identify species belonging to the more 

speciose and complex genera. 

 

The list includes species recorded on previous visits, with the purpose of compiling a representative 

list of butterflies present. Those species not recorded in 2005 are annotated with the year in which 

they were last seen. Species added this year are annotated 2005. 

 

The low numbers of butterflies at sites visited in 2002, 2004, and 2005 has been a surprise. 

 

 

 

Papilionidae 
Papilio dardanus Mocker Swallowtail 

 Mondah Forest and Loango 2005. 

Papilio bromius Broad Green-Banded Swallowtail 

 Scattered records, e.g. Lope and Loango. Lope 2005. 

Papilio demodocus  Citrus Swallowtail 

 Widespread in small numbers. Rather common on Principe. 

Papilio hesperus Black-and-Yellow Swallowtail 

 Mondah Forest 2005.  

Papilio cypraeofila Mondah Forest 2005. 

Graphium angolanus Angola White Lady Swallowtail 

 A few in the Lekoni area 2004. 

Graphium policenes Small Striped Swordtail 

 Widespread and locally common, as at Loango. 2004. 

Graphium antheus Large Striped Swordtail 

 Scattered records. 2004. 

 

Pieridae 
Catopsilia florella African Emigrant 

 Widespread but not common here, e.g. Lope and Principe. 

Eurema hecabe Common Grass Yellow 

 Widespread in small numbers. 

Eurema senegalensis Forest Grass Yellow 

 Widespread in forests.  

Eurema brigitta Small Grass Yellow 

 In the savanna at Lekoni, and possibly elsewhere. 

Nepheronia argia Large Vagrant 

 Scattered records. 2004. 

Nepheronia thalassina Cambridge Vagrant 

 A male at Loango. 2004. 
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Belenois calypso Calypso Caper White 

 Small numbers in forests. 2004 

Belenois theuszi Loango. 2004. 

Leptosia alcesta African Wood White 

 Widespread in small numbers. Sao Tome 2005. 

Leptosia nupta Sao Tome 2005. 

Mylothris chloris Western Dotted Border 

 Scattered, e.g. in Libreville and Lope. 

Mylothris agathina Common in the Lekoni area. 

 

Lycaenidae 
Lipteninae 
Pentila occidentalium Probably this species in the Lekoni area. 2004. 

Telipna sp. Lope. 2002. 

Liptena undularis One at Loango. 2004. 

Tetrarhinis simplex Loango. 2004. 

Phytala ?elais Possibly this species at Loango. 2004. 

Hewitsonia boisduvalii Lope National Park. 2002. 

 

Miletinae 
Megalopalpus metaleucus Scattered records in forests 2005. 
 

Theclinae 
Iolaus sp.   Lekoni area. 

Aphnaeus orcas   Lope National Park. 2002. 

 

Polyommatinae 
Anthene larydas Spotted Ciliate Blue  

 Lekoni area and Loango. Mondah Forest 2005. 

Anthene lysicles Lekoni area. 

Anthene schoutedeni Lekoni area. 

Anthene amarah Lekoni area. 

Cupidopsis cissus Lekoni area. 

Pseudonacaduba aethiops African Line Blue 

 Between Franceville and Lekoni. Lope 2005. 

Leptotes sp. Lekoni area. Genitalia dissection necessary for positive ID.   

Zizeeria knysna African Grass Blue 

 Locally common, as at Lekoni. 

Zizula hylax Tiny Grass Blue. 

 Scattered records.  

Zizina antanossa Dark Grass Blue 

 Scattered records. 

Actizera lucida Rayed Blue 

 Lekoni area. 

Thermoniphas sp. Loango area. 

Freyeria trochilus Grass Jewel 

 Lekoni area. 2004. 

Euchrysops malathana Scattered records 2005. 
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Nymphalidae 
Danainae 
Danaus chrysippus Common Tiger 

Widespread in small numbers.   

Amauris niavius Friar 

 Lope and Lekoni area. Mondah Forest 2005. 

Amauris damocles Lope. 
 

Satyrinae 
Melanitis leda  Common Evening Brown 

 Lope. 

Bicyclus buea Scattered records. 2004. 

Bicyclus vulgaris Mondah Forest etc. 

Bicyclus safitza Common Bush Brown 

 Scattered records.  

Bicyclus funebris Scattered records. 

Bicyclus spp. Several other species were probably present but not identified. 

Hallelesis asochis 1 at Loango. 

Ypthima doleta Widespread in small numbers. 

Ypthima sp. Another species seen in the Lekoni area.  

 

Charaxinae 
Charaxes candiope thomasius Green-veined Charaxes 

    Lagoa Amelia, Sao Tome 2005. Endemic subspecies. 

Charaxes lucretius Violet-washed Charaxes 

 Lope National Park.  

Charaxes epijasius ssp.brunnescens 

 Lekoni area 2004.  

Charaxes eupale Common Green Charaxes 

 Several at Mondah Forest. 

Charaxes achaemenes Lekoni area. 2004. 

Charaxes ameliae Lope National Park. 2002. 

Charaxes zingha One at Loango. 2004. 

Charaxes monteiri Sao Tome 2005. Endemic. 

Euxanthe eurinome Western Forest Queen 

 Lope National Park. 2002. 

 

Nymphalinae 
Euphaedra medon Mondah Forest 2005. 

Euphaedra harpalyce Loango. 

Euphaedra hewitsoni Lope and Mondah Forest. 

Euphaedra cyparissa Lope National Park. 

Euphaedra ruspina Lope. 

Euphaedra ceres Scattered records. 

Euphaedra eleus Lope 2005. 

Euphaedra viridicaerulea Probably this species at Loango Lodge. 2004. 

Hamanumida daedalus Guineafowl 

 Lekoni area. 

Aterica galene Forest Glade Nymph 

 Locally common forest floor species.  
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Catuna crithea Forest floor species.  

Catuna oberthueri As above. 

Cymothoe beckeri Lope National Park. A female at Loango 2005. 

Cymothoe sangaris Blood Red Cymothoe 

 Lope National Park. 

Cymothoe jodutta Lope National Park. 

Harma theobene Scattered records. 

Euryphura porphyrion Lope National Park. 

Euriphene ?atropurpurea Possily this species at Lope. 

Euriphene gambiae  Mondah Forest. 

Bebearia zonara  Near Franceville. Lope 2005. 

Bebearia plistonax Lope National Park.  

Bebearia sophus  Loango. 

Bebearia cinaethon Loango. 

Bebearia guineensis Loango including Evengue. Female rather common. 2004. 

Bebearia oxione  Lope 2005. 

Bebearia tentyris  Lope 2005. 

Bebearia maximiana Lope 2005. 

Pseudacraea semire Lope National Park. 2002. 

Pseudacraea kuenowii Lope National Park. 2002. 

Pseudacraea lucretia Mondah Forest 2005. 

Pseudacraea eurytis Mondah Forest 2005. 

Neptis morosa  Scattered records. 

Cyrestis camillus  Principe. 2002. 

Byblia anvatara  African Joker 

  Scattered records. 2004.  

Ariadne enotrea  African Castor 

  Widespread in small numbers. 2004. 

Neptidopsis ophione Several at Loango. Mondah Forest 2005. 

Sallya amulia  Locally very common, as in Lekoni area. 

Sallya occidentalium Lope. 

Sallya trimeni  Lekoni canyons. 2004. 

Hypolimnas misippus Diadem 

  Lekoni area and Loango. 2004. 

Hypolimnas monteironis A female at Loango. 2004. 

Hypolimnas salmacis Blue Diadem 

  Widespread in small numbers. 2004.  

Salamis parhassus Forest Mother-of-Pearl 

  Widespread in small numbers in the forest.  

Junonia orithya  Blue Pansy 

  Lekoni area. 

Junonia oenone  Dark Blue Pansy 

  Lekoni area. 

Junonia sophia  Little Commodore 

  Widespread in the forest zone.  

Junonia stygia  Brown Pansy 

  Lope National Park. 

Junonia terea  Soldier Commodore 

  Widespread and reasonably common.  

Precis pelarga  Fashion Commodore 

  Scattered records. 2004.  
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Precis octavia  Gaudy Commodore  

  Lekoni area. 2004. 

Kallima cymodoce Lope National Park and on Principe 2002. Sao Tome 2005. 

Phalanta phalanta Common Leopard 

  Scattered records. 

Phalanta eurytis  African Leopard 

  Scattered records. 2004. 

 

Acraeinae 
Acraea eponina   Orange Acraea 

  Scattered records.  

Acraea egina  Elegant Acraea 

  Widespread and locally common. 

Acraea jodutta  Principe. Sao Tome 2005. 

Acraea admatha  Several at Loango. 2004. 

Acraea cepheus  Lekoni area. 2004. 

Acraea ?acrita  This or a similar species at Lekoni. 

Acraea bonasia  Lekoni area and Lope. 

Acraea ?wigginsi Possibly this species at Loango. 2004. 

Acraea vestalis  Mondah Forest 2005. 

Acraea niobe  Sao Tome 2005. Endemic. 

 

Hesperiidae 
Pyrrhochalcia iphis Scattered records. 

Coeliades forestan Several on Principe. 
 

 

 
 

 


